
Are	you	Dead	or	Alive?	

A	couple	of	years	ago,	my	car	battery	died	and	left	me	stranded	in	a	doctor’s	office	

parking	lot.	I	didn’t	get	a	warning.	I	had	no	trouble	starting	the	car	to	drive	to	the	

appointment,	but	when	I	came	out	to	go	home,	the	motor	didn’t	even	try	to	start.		

I	intercepted	a	cowboy	headed	out	to	his	pickup	truck	and	asked	for	his	help.	He	

agreed	to	do	what	he	could	and	managed	to	finagle	his	vehicle	into	a	position	to	

connect	our	batteries.	But	still	my	car	wouldn’t	start.			

I	decided	it	must	be	something	other	than	the	battery.	Maybe	the	starter.	So	I	called	

Triple	A	and	my	father-in-law.	The	tow	truck	took	my	car	to	the	dealership	and	my	

father-in-law	took	me	home.	

Later	that	day	the	service	department	called	with	the	diagnosis.	It	was	the	battery.	

What?	I	asked	why	the	“jump”	didn’t	get	it	going?	According	to	the	man	who	

understands	cars	far	more	than	I	do,	a	battery	has	to	have	at	least	some	life	left	in	it	

to	respond	to	a	jump.	My	battery,	on	the	other	hand,	didn’t	have	a	single	spark	of	life	

remaining.	The	only	hope	left	for	my	car	was	a	brand	new	battery.	One	that	

contained	life.	So,	dead	battery	out	and	live	battery	in.	Car	started.	Amazing.		

Before	Christ	saves	us,	we’re	like	my	car	sitting	in	the	doctor’s	parking	lot.	We	might	

look	fine	from	the	outside,	but	because	we’re	all	sinners,	we	are	all	dead	in	our	sin.		

All	have	sinned	(Romans	3:23);	The	wages	of	sin	is	death	(Romans	6:23);	Once	you	

were	dead	because	of	your	disobedience	and	your	many	sins	(Ephesians	2:1).	

Sin	brings	spiritual	death,	cutting	us	off	completely	from	the	Source	of	spiritual	life.	

We	have	no	power	to	save	ourselves,	and	no	access	to	the	One	who	does.	Sounds	

like	a	hopeless	state,	doesn’t	it?	Oh,	but	the	grace	of	God…	

But	because	of	His	great	love	for	us,	God,	who	is	rich	in	mercy,	made	us	alive	with	

Christ	even	when	we	were	dead	in	transgressions	–	it	is	by	grace	you	have	been	saved.	

Ephesians	2:4-5	

I	am	so	overwhelmed	by	what	God	has	done	for	us	in	Christ!	Because	of	His	love,	and	

mercy,	and	grace,	God	replaces	our	death	with	His	Life.	And	His	Life	is	Jesus	Himself.	

Eternal	life	is	The	Life	in	us.	

“I	tell	you	the	truth,	whoever	hear	my	word	and	believes	Him	who	sent	me	has	eternal	

life	and	will	not	be	condemned;	he	has	crossed	over	from	death	to	life”	(John	5:24).	

Are	you	dead	or	alive?	Has	there	ever	been	a	time	in	your	life	when	you	received	

God’s	unbounded	grace	and	crossed	over	from	death	to	life?	If	so,	then	rejoice	over	

that	life	today.	If	not,	then	why	not	receive	His	life	today?		

This	post	is	adapted	from	Kathy	Howard’s	new	Bible	study	Lavish	Grace:	Poured	Out,	

Poured	Through,	and	Overflowing.	Lavish	Grace	is	a	9-week	journey	with	the	apostle	

Paul	that	helps	readers	discover	God’s	abundant	grace	for	their	daily	lives	and	

relationships.	You	can	find	out	more	about	Kathy,	her	speaking	and	writing,	and	find	

free	resources	at	www.KathyHoward.org.		

How	to	know	Jesus	


